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Using wide brushes, generous
quantities of paint and lush colors,
Judith Linhares creates enchanting
pictures of a goofy never-never land
populated by bands of naked young
women and magical animals. If you
did not know that Ms. Linhares was
included in the landmark “Bad
Painting” exhibition at the New Mu-
seum in 1978, you could initially mis-
take her for a follower of the young
expressionist painter Dana Schutz.
Knowing her history, you might con-
clude that Ms. Linhares has been an
unacknowledged inspiration for
many of today’s younger artists. Re-
gardless of which way the genera-
tional influences have flowed, Ms.
Linhares certainly has tapped into
her own rambunctious and starry-
eyed inner child to wnnderfully in-
fectious effect. |

The naked girl gangs sitting in the
branches of a big tree or roasting
marshmallows over a blazing fire;
the big, mystically radiant Cubist
rabbit; the deer leaping over the run-
ning wolf: such dreamy images con-
vey the feeling of a psyche intensely
alive to its own energies and possibil-
ities. You sense that excitement in
the paint itself, which Ms. Linhares
applies with hedumstu: controlled
abandon.

One room of the gallery holds a se-
ries of flower still lifes that look like
collaborations between Marsden
Hartley and Charles Burchfield.
They are smaller and more re-
strained formally than the narrative
pictures, but they have their own
punchy exuberance,
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